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of (ee the World may not be mifinformed con~ 
cerning the true State of an unhappy Cafe, 
“which has fo much engroffed the public Attention, 
i have prefumed ‘to think it. not improper to lay be- 
fore them the Narrative and Defence | had prepared 
for my Trial, but which however I did not ufe ; my 
Brother having entered fo largely into the Detail of 
that moft horrid Train of Deception, whereby Mrs. 
Ruddhas involved us both, in irretrievable Deftruc- 
tion. Ihad been taught to believe I fhould be firft 
tried, but as it was ordered otherwife, perhaps un- 
. fortunately, and the Court were already poffefied of 
the moft eflential Particulars of this iniquitious Affair, 
from having heard my Brother's Narrative, I conceiv- 
ed it would be intruding improperly on their Time, to 
enter into a fecond Narration ; I therefore omitted to 
deliver it to the Court; but as I unhappily find that 
confcious Innocence has not been able to preferve me 
from the fatal Confequences of a moft wicked Tranf- 
aétion, which I moft folemnly declare, | was no more 
than the innocent Inftrument, in the Hands of ‘Mrs, 
Rudd, to perpetrate, [have thought it a Duty I owed to 
my Family and Conneétions, as well as to my(elf, to lay 
before the Public, a true State of my Cafe, and the 
Defence I meant to urge in my Juftification, in Hopes 
that the World may be induced to do my Memory. 
at leaft the Juftice, to believe me to be what I moft 
truly am, an innocent and injured though certainly a 
moft credulous Man; and although a Jury of my Fellow 
Citizens, have not thought the prefumptive Evidence 
which J was alone able to adduce from Mrs. Ruda’s 
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wer 
confuinmate Art, in the prudent Forefight with which 
fhe tranfacted every minute Matter in this dreadful 
Bufinefs, fufficient to authorize them to difcredit the 
oe which muft neceflarily appear again{ft me, from 

the Part L had, by ak infatuated Affe&tion and Confi< 
dence in Mrs. Rudd’s Integrity, been induced to a& 
in this iniquitious Matter, tho’ really without the 
motft diftant Idea of defrauding any Creature living, I 
troft that when the Cafe I now {fubmit to the Public, 
fhall have-been confidered with Candour and Atten- 
tion, that the World will think lefs unfayourably with 
regard to the Honefty of my Intentions. 


{ have prelned to publifh the whole Narrative of 
my Cafe and Defence, exactly in the Manner I meant 
either {hall 1 apologize 
for Inelegance of Language, or Incorre&tnefs of Exprefs 
fion, as e ppeinng neither can naturally be expected 
from a Perfon under fuch eA uliar and poignant Ditftrefs 
as mine, who with the moft perfeét Innocence of In- 
tention, Honefty, and Uprightnefs of Heart, am fallen 
a Viétim to the diabolical Wickednefs of a moft trea- 
cherous Woman, and fhould certainly fink under the 
Weight of fuch accumulated Mifery, did I not hap- 
pily find fome Supp ort in that, confcious Innocence, 
which with my dying Breath, I: can boldly declare to 
he World, with a Compas nce which Truth on/y can 


to deliverit before the Court, ne 
tr 


inft 
lil pire, 


DANIEL PERREAY, 
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A ‘BOUT the month of April 
7 an 1770; 1 was introduced by Mr. 
 Brrese Burton to: Mrs. Rudd; whe 
awasothen known by the namie of Mrs. 
Gote, after;which I frequently. vifited 
her; and at length bécame much at- 
tached tovher; fhe lodged, at.this 
time at’ Mrs. Johnfon’s in Hollen- 
Street, Wardour-Street, Soho; and 
appeared to be much embarraffed in 
her circumftances, for fhe borrowed 
money from me at feveral times; and 
in one of my vifits I found her ar- 
refted, at the {uit of Mr. Ryder, 
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fitk-mercer in Coventry-Street, for 
about -60/. which fumI paid for her ; 
and as I found fhe was ftrongly 
prefled for another fum of about 8c/. 
by Mr. Smith, a millener in St. 
James's-Street, I conceived her to be 
much involved in debt, and propof- 
ed to withdraw myfelf from any 
further connection: Mrs. Gore or 
Rudd appeared much affected by this 
refolution, entreated me to difcharge 
her debts, which fhe faid amounted 
to about 4oo/. including Mr. Smith's 
demand, and affured me, that :fhe 
would ufe every means, and ‘exert 
her utmoft endeavours, by her future 
difcretion, fidelity, and sattachmen® 
to my interefts, to requite'me far fuch 
fingular friendfhip. Having now 
imbibed a great degree of affection 
and regard for her, Iamnhappily ac- 
quiefced with ‘her defire ; and from 
this time, until I was fatally unde- 
ceived by finding myfelf plunged an 
the deepeft gulph of imifery: and:de- 
| ftruction, 


tk he ee a a 


fet gee | 


firuction, I conceived I had every 
reafon. to be fatisfied with her. dif- 
cretion, ceconomy, and apparent fi- 


delity. 


I had. not..yet been made ac- 
quainted.that Mrs. Rudd had a huf- 
band ftill living; but about the month 
of Oober following,. fhe was much 
alarmed, at being. told that her huf- 
band, Mr. Rudd, had been enquiring 
for her, at her lodgings at Mrs. John- 
fon’s in Hollen-Street, where I con- 
ftantly, difcharged the expence of her 
board.and lodging, &c. Mrs. Rudd 
now. informed me,. that her hufband, 
Mr. Rudd, was a moft. debauched, 
drunken man, who had ufed her 
with the greateft barbarity; that fhe 
had been. compelled to claim the pro- 
tection of the law. againft his cruel- 
ty, and that. her, profecution had in- 
duced him to abfcond.. She appear- 
ed} exceedingly. apprehenfive of Mr. 
Rudd’s defigns, and earneftly en- 
B 2 treated 
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[tee 
treated my protection ; wherefore, in 
order to render her as eafy as pof- 
fible, I removed her to other lodg- 
ings, which I took for her at Mr. 
Temple’s ; in Parliament-Street, Weft- 
minfter, where fhe remained until 
the Chriftmas following, by which 
time Mr. Rudd had quitted the king- 
dom; and I then received her into 
my houfe in Pall- Mall-Court, where 
fhe remained, under the -name’ of 


iiwv 


Mrs. Gore. 


In our converfations fhe often took 
occafion to fpeak of her family, and 
particularly of “her uncle Stewart, who 
fhe reprefen ted to be a gentleman of 
fortune in the north of Ireland. She 
alfo frequently mentioned Mr. James 
Adair 8 Soho- -Square, who fhe faid 
wasa relation of hers, and to whom 
fhe was under the higheft obliga- 
tions; for his friendfhips on many 
occafions, but moft’ particularly for 
his protection againft the favage 
brutality 


LB 


brutality of ‘her hufband; but: fhe 
frequently lamented her great un- 
happinefs in having ‘loft this valua- 
ble friend; without, however,. at 
any time explaining to me the caufe 
by which this misfortune was occa- 
fioned, 


In. the month of July 1771,* 
Mrs. Rudd brought me my. eldeft 
daughter; an event, which added 
to .the great fatisfaction 1 receiv- 
ed fram her engaging manners and 
behaviour, fo captivated my aftec- 
tions, that I truly lamented the in- 
furmountable bar which prevented a 
legal union with her: for I can truly 
fay, on my part, that I fervently 
wifhed Providence might one day be 
pleafed to permit this union ; and 
that we lived together in a courfe 
of uninterrupted harmony, and ap- 
parently ftill encreafing affection. 


* The 3oth of July. 
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Ino the fummer of the year 1772. 
Mr. John Stewart, whol underftood 
to: be a coufin. of Mrs. Rudd's, 
and fon of her uncle Stewart? be- 
fore. mentioned, arrived from) Ire- 
land,» and vitited: us frequently at 
my houfe. He exprefled great fa- 
tisfaction to find Mrs. Rudd in fo 
comfortable a fituation; to!d us,,that 
her hufband Mr, Rudd lived in-the 
moft diforderly, and irregular’ man- 
ner; and exprefied it as his idea, 
that it was improbable he fhould 
ever come to difturb our tranqui- 


lity, 


After Mr. Stewart's arrival, Mrs; 
Rudd. frequently told me fhe had 
great hopes of being: reftored to the 
friend{hip of Mr. James:Adair ; and 
one day informed me, with much 
feeming pleafure, that her coufin 
Stewart had been defired by Mr. J 
Adair, to bring her to the houfe of 
Mr. Thomas. Cairns; ‘a merchant, in 
the 


fe] 
the city, and that he, Mr. James 
Adair, wifhed. greatly to fee her, 
he would meet. her. there. in the 
evening. at 'tea. 3 


Mrs. Rudd accordingly went.with 
Mr. Stewart to.Mr. -Cairns, -who 
I found was likewife a coulin . of 
hers: .;on- ther - return, dhe .appear- 
ed-to-be: exceedingly -happy, - telling 
me fhe “had. -had .the-fo much. wifh- 
ed for interview, -with her worthy ‘ 
friend Mr. James Adair, who had, E 
as fhe affured me, received her with 5 
the warmeit friendfhip, and an af- 
fection itruly paternal; faying, she 
would frequently vilit ther in Pall- 


Ma!l!-Court. 


oon -after this-circumftance, .Mr. 
Stewart. returned ‘to Ireland; .and 
Mrs. Rudd toidme, that Mr. James 
Adair shad vifited her at my houfe 
more, than once, -but .had flayed 
only fer a ,moment; ‘fhe alfo fre- 
quently 
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quently faid, fhe had met-him by 
accident in her “walks; ‘always ‘af- 
furing me that he- interefted him- 
felf moft warmly in heft ‘affairs, 
and exprefled his feelings for the 
fuflerings fhe had endured” from 
the barbarous cruelty of her huf- 
band, in the ftrongeft manner ; “tel- 
ling her, he would not fail-to take 
the firft opportunity to reprefent 
her fituation to her unclé Stewart, 
in fuch a manner as would be fer- 
viceable to her. 


It appears to me to have been‘at 
this period that Mrs. Rudd ‘began 
to form the horrid plan of iniquity; 
whofe explofion has ovetwhelmed 
me with fuperlative mifery: In the 
month of July 1772, Mrs. Rudd 
produced 500/. faying, Mr. James 
Adair had been with her; - and 
brought her this fum;’ tellmg her 
that he was directed to ‘pay it into 
her ‘hands by her uncle “Stewart, 
| who 
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Who had infottned him that it 
was a legacy | left, by: her grand- 

ther in truft to him, to be paid to 
bak whenever he fhould perceive fhe 
was able to enjoy it; without mo- 
leftation from her fete(Iiaiacls 

In the fpace of about: three or 
four months, fhe alfo produced about 
4ool, more, which fhe faid arofe from 
prefents which Me. J. Adair had at 
feveral times made to the child ; tel- 
ling: me, that when that sthitlaachn 
called in to vifit het, he frequently 
gave the child a bank-note, which 
fhe faid fhe fuppofed tobe meant as 
a delicate and genteel mode of be- 
fiowing favours on herfelf. 


Mrs. Rudd now told mé that Mr. J. 
Adair was frequent in his vifits, and 
that he repeatedly afked her whe- 
ther hér fituation with me was a 
matter of neceflity or inclination ; 
to which, as fhe faid, fhe conitantly 
Te~ 


* 


ry 
mare ceeds 


Ls 3 asic 


2 FC eumsiin 


SER eae 


. 
rr. ~ 
OP Ae 


4 
ikon ee ae Ss 


: ; aS | | 
es Cristea ithe Sybesma 


a 


scat ney 


> 
A 
Bhs rN a 


IMG Fi DEC A OSTA NL Sa Oh ele abies 


[ 10 ] 
teplied, that no other, perfon could 
make her fo happy; that no con- 
fideration fhould imduce her to fe- 
parate from me ; and that as fhe had 
one child by me, and was at that 
time pregnant with another, at was 
utterly impoflible to preferve any de- 
gree of reputation im any other than 
her prefent fituation:, When thus fa+ 
tished, Mr. |. Adair, as the affured 
me, fignified to her, that it was his 
intention, to give the child the al- 
ready had 2000/. and alfo to do 
fomething for the one fhe was then 
pregnant with; intimating that he 
meant to fettle fuch donations upon 
the children; but that Mrs. Rudd 
and myfelf fhould enjoy the interett 
thereof during our lives. 


In a hort time after this, Mrs. 
Rudd acquainted me that Mr. J. A- 
dair had often prefled her to telbhim 
candidly whether fhe had any debts 
which. were unknown to me, as he 

would 


pu] 
would moft willingly extricate her 
from any fuch embarraflment ; be- 
caufe he wifhed me to permit her 
to ule my name, and affume, as far 
as poflible, the appearance of my 
wife; and on this condition. Mr. 
J. Adair had, the faid, determined to” 
give her what he termed a pretty 
little fortune; and added that as her 
uncle Stewart propofed to introduce 
her to a very -refpectable part. of 
her family in Sotland, with whom 
fhe’ had hitherto been unacquainted, 
Mr. J. Adairhad obferved, that when: 
fhe had been fo introduced, and 
fhould bear the chara¢ter of my 
wife, he could then bring her again 
acquainted with his lady, Mrs. A- 
dair ; by: which means fhe would be 
able to form proper connections, and 
to enter again into genteel fociety. 


My affection. for Mrs. Rudd, ad- 
dedto the obligations I conceived my- 
felf under to Mr. J. Adair, and the 
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very great advantages Mrs. Rudd 
made .me believe. we were likely.ta 
derive from his great and fingular 
frie dthip , induced me to ainieidee 
with his defires, and] accordingly per- 
mitted Mrs. Rudd to aflume every. 
poflible appearance of my wife, and 
take the name of ' Mrs. Perreau, 
from this period, (the latter end. of 
the fummer 1772) I publicly called 
Mis. Rudd my wife. 


I acquainted my. brother withithe 
reafons which induced me to att-in 
this manner; for he was not ignorant 
of the infurmountable bar to thepefli- 
bility of a union to which he ini 
Thad no objection. The reftof my 
acquaintance | left to fuppofe. we 
were act aey married, which : was 
abfolutely neceflary: to,comply: fully 
with the wifhes, as I conceived, of 


Mr. J. Adair. To Dr..Brooked meén- 
tioned, in confidence; the friendfhip 
of Mr.: James Adair. 
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I muft obferve, that I thought it 
wery extraordinary that Mr. James 
Adair; who, as Mrs. Rudd informed 
me, was fo frequent in. his. vifits, 
{hould always choofe the time when 
I. was from home,,..and never favour 
me ‘with an interview. . This was 
a. circumftance | often noticed to 
Mrs. Rudd, and frequently intimated 
to her, that as I thought it. highly 
incumbent on me, fy I ardently 
wifhed tq imtroduce myfelf to that 
gentleman, in order to make my ac- 
knowledgments, and.to ailure him 
of the heart-felt gratitude I enter- 
tained for fuch fingular marks of 
friendfhipas he had been pleafed 
to confer upon us; but Mrs. Rudd 
conitantly prevented me from doing 
this, by folemnly affuring me, that 
Nir James Adair had always charged 
her in the ftritteft manner. to for- 
bid this, asthe valued the continu- 
ance of his. good. offices; adding, 
that he had deter ‘mined ‘3 avoid an 
inters 
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[14 ] 
interview with me, until he had fi- 
nally fulfilled his benevolent inten- 
tions with regard to us and our 
children, when he intended fo fix a 
time for our mutual introduétion to 
each other, after which, he faid, he 
hoped we fhould live on’ terms’ of 
the moft intimate and friendly inter- 
courfe. J muft acknowledge that 
this appeared to be-a moft extraor- 
dinary piece of delicate fingularity 
in Mr. James Adair; yet, as fhe 
conftantly infifted, whenever l°men- 
tioned this fu bye et, that he was im- 
moveably fixed iq his refolution, I 
defifted from my defign of intro- 
ducing myfelf to him) butfervently. 
wifhed for the time ‘to arrive, when 
I fhould be allowed to pay fome part 
of the vatt debt { ewed ‘to fo vaiu- 
able a friendjas I conceived Mr. 
James Adair to be. 


In the courfe of this fummer, I 
had, by Mrs. Rudd’s directions, be- 
{poke 


[ t5eq 
fpoke a coach to be made," for fhe 
had brought me word that Mr. J. A- 
dair had told her that it washer uncle 
Steward’s order, that fhe thould have 


one built for -him, as he propofed to 


be in town’the beginning of thé fol- 
lowing winter, and meant to make 
ufe ef it to return home through 
scotland, where he intended to take 
his ntece, Mrs. Rudd, and introduce 
her to that part of her family, with 
whom fhe had hitherto been unac- 
quainted. 

In. Otober 1772, Mrs. Rudd 
brought me a fon, and during the 
time of her confinement, fhe told 
me that Mr. James Adair frequently 
paid vitits to her ; that he at fome- 
times defired the child might have his 
hame, and purpofed tobe a fponfor. 
At others, fhe faid,; he would sot 
have it fo, left a knowledge of fuch 
a circumftance might be mifrepre- 
fented to Mrs. Adair, and caufe un- 
eafinels, 
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[ 16° | 
eafinefs to her: ‘I therefore gave the 
child the name of Stewart, conceiving 
fuch a compliment could not be dif- 
agreeable to her uncle Stewart: 
When Mrs. Rudd got up again; 
fhe acquainted me that her uncle 
Stewart had refolved to introduce 
her to her relations in Scotland be- 
fore he came to London, and had 
therefore ordered her to. .give him 
the meeting for that purpofe atHdin- 
burgh. Having determined to ¢com- 
ply with her uncle's requeit, fhe 
foon after informed me that her 
friend Mr. J. Adair had kindly under- 
taken to furnifh the expences of this 
journey, that I might not be put to 
any inconvenience thereby, and pro- 
duced" about: 306/. which fhe faid 
Mr. J. Adaimhad prefented her with 
for that. purpote. 


When : Mrs. Rudd fet out, othe 
made a party of friends: to sill-a 
coach ; 


[37 | 
ouch * I attended her into Cannon- 
Street, where the company had ap- 
pointed to meet,’ and had here, for 
the firft time, the pleafure to fee her 
coufin Cairns, who has fince fre- 
quently vifited us at my houfe. 


Thad frequent letters from Mis. 
Rudd, after her arrival in Scotland, 
wherein fhe expreffed the higheft fa- 
tisfaction at the cordial reception 
given her by her uncle Stewart and 
the reft- of her friends and relations; 
among whom fhe particularly men- 
tioned Lady Agnew and her daugh- 
ters, as nearly related to Lord Gal- 
laway, with feveral other .branches 
of the Stewart family. Mrs. Rudd's 
ftay- in ‘Scotland was about five 
weeks; but ‘when fhe returned, her 
uncle Stewart did not accompany 
her, nor any other of her relations, 
except only Mr. John Stewart, her 
coufin, who has been already men- 
tioned. 
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After Mrs. Rudd’s return to Lon- 
don, I was made exceedingly un- 
happy by her uneafinefs of mind, 
occafioned by her fears of lofing the 
valuable friendfhip of Mr. James 
Adair: her apprehenfions, fhe faid, 
arofe from having been made ac- 
quainted that Mr. James Adair had 
received feveral anonymous, letters, 
tending to traduce her character and 
mine; and to inform him, that his 
defign to beftow a {mall fortune 
upon Mrs. Rudd had been pene- 
trated. In thefe letters, fhe. faid, 
ve were reprefented to Mr. James 
Adair, as totally unworthy of his 
regard. She ltkewife obferved to 
me, that fhe perceived herfelf watch- 
ed whenever fhe went abroad. Af- 
ter fome time, however, fhe faid 
that Mr. James Adair had difco- 
vered many of the malicious in- 
finuations in thefe letters to be void 
of truth; and that if, upon further 
fearch, he found the reft to be 


equally 


[ae] 
equally groundlefs, he had faid, he 
would ftill moft chearfully comply 
with his original good intentions 
in our- favour, 


About this time, I found my 
houfe alfo befet with a number of 
mean and impertinent. enquirers, 
who fometimes came to afk for Mrs. 
Gore, at others for Mrs. Rudd, and 
Mrs, Perreau; I likewife, receiv- 


ed many {candalous and. vulgar . 


letters by the penny-poft, con- 
taining infinuations to the difcre- 
dit of Mrs. Rudd; fome of them 
repeatedly declaring her infamous, 
but fpecifying no particular charge. 
Other letters required a fum of mo- 
ney to difcover a fecret of confe- 
quence to me: and others again faid, 
that copies of the fame had been 
fent to Mr. James Adair, but as 
none had any name fubfcribed; I 
conceived them to be the ef- 
forts of malicious inveteracy againtft 
D 2 her 
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[ 20 ] 
her; and though perhaps I had done 
well to have taken more notice of 
them, my confidence was fo rooted 
in her fidelity and truth, that. 1 ut- 
terly difregarded them. 


There was, however, one. letter 
to which | gave a little more at- 
tention: this was brought by the 
penny-poft, addreffed to Mrs. Per- 
reau. [happened to be at home 
and alone when it arrived, and, fup- 
poling it to be of the nature of thofe 
many impertinent ones | had lately 
received, I opened it, and found it 
to contain a card from Mr.. Salva- 
dor, requefting Mrs. Perreau to fur- 
nifh him with the addrefs of ——— 
no name being mentioned, ‘There 
was feveral unintelligible fentences 
in the card, which I could not com- 
prehend, fo that I fhould have 
thought this anonymous, as well.as 
the feveral others: I had received; had 
I not. recollected a circumftance 
which 


[ a1] 


which made me think. it probable 
it was really from. Mr, Salvador, 


I had in converfation often heard 
her mention, that before my con- 
nection with her, fhe had an epifto- 
lary correfpondence with Mr. Sal- 
vador,. which afforded her more 
pleafure and amufement than any 
comedy or novel fhe had ever read. 
The recollection of \ this particular 
determined me to wait upon Mr. 
Salvador unknown to her; this refo- 
lution | executed the next morning. 
Mr. Salvador appeared’ greatly con- 
fufed when I told him my name, 
and defired him to explain the mean- 
ing of his card ; and all the fatis- 
faction or explanation I could pro- 
cure from him, was, that the mean- 
ing of his card was only to defire 
Mrs. Rudd would inform him how 
to dire¢t to her fifter, as he wanted 
much to write to her. I affured 
him, that as far as I knew, the had 
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no fifter, which however he did not 
feem to believe; and as I found all 
his anfwers fo exceedingly myfteri- 
ous, that I was not likely to pro- 
cure any fatisfactory information 
from him, I took my leave. After 
this interview with Mr. Salvador, I 
acquainted Mrs. Rudd of the mat- 
ter, and defired fhe would explain 
this affair to me. She declared fhe 
never had any connection or cor- 
re{pondence with Mr. Salvador fince 
fhe became connected with me; and 
faid, that fhe fufpected the matter 
had originated from the malice of 
her enémies,’ who had reprefented 
her (Mrs. Rudd) as Mrs. Gore, or 
the fifter of Mrs. Gore, in order to 
expofe her. I muft own this occur- 
rence gave me fome degree.of un- 
eafinefs, which was aggravated by 
the impofflibility I found of unravel- 
ling the myftery. 


[ 23 ] 


in the month of June 1773; 
Mrs. Rudd informed me, with feem- 
ing happinefs, that Mr. James Adair 
had at length unravelled this mali- 
cious affair, and found it to origi- 
nate from fome wicked people, who 
having been her. former acquain- 
tance, were exafperated againft her 
becaufe fhe did not ftill continue a 
familiarity with them, fince fhe had 
taken the name and_chara¢ter of 
Mrs. Perreau ; and as fhe now af- 
{ured me that we were perfectly re~ 
inftated in the good opinion of our 
worthy friend and benefactor, I made 
myfelf happy that this affair had 


taken fo favourable a turn. 


In July the told me, that Mr. J. 
Adair was obliged to go to Ireland 
upon bufinefs, which would detain 
him a month, that he had left a con- 
fidential fervant (. Robert) in town, 
who was to receive a fum of mo- 
ney, amounting to about 1o000/. 
from 
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from different people, which: fum 
Mr. James Adair had directed him 
to pay to Mrs. Rudd ; fhe faid how= 
ever ‘fhe was not to receive this 
money, unlefs fhe was difappointed 
in receiving the like fam from Mr. 
Kerr or Garr,- a factor in Watling 
Street, who owed the money -to 
Mr. James Adair, and had pro- 
mifed to pay it to Mrs. Rudd ‘in 
ten days. 


Mrs. Rudd ‘was now fréquently 
called out of company, and fhe told 
me it was to fpeak to Mr. Robert, 
who often called upon her con- 
cerning this bufinefs; fhe alfo went 
feveral times to Mr. James Adair’s 
houfe in Soho, (the family being out 
of town) to confult, 4s fhe’ faid, 
with Mr. Robert; on the before- 
mentioned matter. «She told me; 
however, that fhe had ‘little reafon 
‘to hope Robert’ would be‘able to get 


this money ; and that her whole de- 
pendence 
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pendence was therefore on Mr. Kerr. 
she did not receive this money from 
either of the parties, but I under- 
ftood it was intended for the pur- 
pofe of buying furniture for a houfe 
which fhe told me Mr. James Adair 
defired J would take in Grofvenor- 
Place; and which I treated with a 
builder about by her directions as I 
conceived, from Mr. James Adair, 
but not agreeing with the builder’s 
terms, the treaty ended. 


It may not be improper to re- 
mark a circumftance, which occur- 
red during the time Mrs. Rudd was 
engaged concerning the rooo/. juft 
mentioned. She informed me, that 
Mr. Kerr or Garr, the factor alrea- 
mentioned, in Watling-Street, had 
once offered her notes for the 1o00/. 
one of which fhe faid happened to 
be Salvador’s for sco/. not then 
due; but that Mrz Robert would 
not receive them as payment with- 
out 
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[ 26 ] 
out firft confulting Mr. William 
Adair; that on this occafion, fhe 
went to Mr. William Adair’s office 
for the firft time with Robert, and 
Mr. William Adair defired her to go 
with the note herfelf, as it was pro- 
bable if he (Mr. William Adair) ap- 
peared, Mr. Salvador would sequire 
indulgence for time, but: to a lady 
he would certainly make a point of 
giving the money. Mrs. Rudd af- 
fured me fhe took this advice, and 
did go; but that Mr. Salvador could 
not pay the money. He however, 
fhe faid,. took that opportunity to 
enquire after her fifter Gore, abfo- 
lutely (as fhe declared) not know-: 
ing herfelf to be the identical per- 
fon he had been ufed to. vifit a few 
years before in Hollen-Street: She 
likewife informed mé after this, that 
{he was embarrafled to avoid Mr. 
Salvador’s enquiries, which fhe told 
me, had fince her interview with 
him been frequent both by notes 

and 
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and meflages; and, as I was aflur- 
ed by. her, fhe was_at,laft obliged 
to requeft Mr. James Adair to goto 
Mr. Salvador, to prevail on» him 
to defift from fuch!, improper »be- 
haviour ; which fhe faid, -he after- 
wards did: neither did I. ever > af- 
terwards hear’ more of Mr. Salva- 
dors writing or fending. 


Mrs. Rudd informed me that. Mr. 
James Adair propofed to eftablith 
me in fome bufinefs, and that he 
had confulted with his friend Mr. 
William Adair concerning it, who 
fhe told me had agreed to furhnifh 
him. upon fecurity with a. fufiicient 
fum for that purpofe :, becaufe, ‘as 
fhe faid,.Mr. James.Adair could 
not, without making at known to 
his family, and creating much, jea: 
loufy and. uneafinefs, advance a fuf- 
ficient capital out of his own for- 
fune, 
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It was about this time that fhe 
produced 150/. faying it was to pay 
for the coach that had been made 
near a year before. . She faid that 
her uncle ufed the feffe of order- 
ing, herto befpeak a coach for him, 
but always intended it for us; ad- 
ding that now Mr. James Mdaiz de- 
fired we might ufe ‘it, and that he 
would from thenceforth make us 
an allowance of 800/. per annum, 
until his defign of fixing me in bu; 
finefs fhoul d be carried” into execu- 
tion. 


I muft acknowledge that thefe 
numerous and moft uncommon marks 
of . Mr. James Adair‘s: friendthip 
aftonifhed me ; but furely it cannot 
be wonderful that I fhotld believe 
them true, when it is confidered 
that fhe conftantly gave me the moft 
fubftantial proofs of ‘her veracity by 
the frequent fums of money fhe 
produced, and that my confidence 
mutt 
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muft have been confirmed fo as te 
be little: liable to be thaken by fu- 
ture doubts, when I-found, as I af- 
terwards did, that this allowance of 
800/. per annum was regularly paid 
to Mrs. Rudd, who produced me 
the fums fhe received: on that ac- 
count, 


in the beginning of Auguft 1779, 
T was told by Mrs. Rudd, that Mr. 
Robert Adair, the furgeon, had 
avowed himfelf to be.the author of 
the anonymous letters before men- 
tioned ; ‘that this gentleman had 
ereat inveteracy oot her, and as 
ie perceived his letters had hitherto 
been ineffectual, he now openly ap- 
peared to confirm the truth of what 
had been therein afferted, She faid 
Mr. Robert Adair was a moft wick- 
ed man, but. that fhe was never- 
thelefs exceedingly fearful that the 
réfpectable chara@ter his fpecious 
manner had gained him, and the high 
degree 
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degree of credit, he. poffeffed with 
the family, would.-ruin her ia the 
opinion of Mr. James Adair. She 
this converfation told me a long 
flory ,of ‘the. horrid wickednefs. .of 
Mr/.Robert Adair, and of the cruel 
and inhuman manner, in which he 
had ufed her ; laying he was the fole 
caufe of ra te having foumeey loft the 
friengthip of M . James.Ad air, and 
nt her being vedas ved to the ake of 

mbarrafiment in) which fhe was in 
Falley Sterct, when may acquaintance 
firft commenced with her. .As I 
always gave implicit credit to. what 
fhe faid, I regarded Mr. Robert 
Adair in a horrible and -moft de- 
tefted light, thought him the wortt 
of men, and. advifed_ her, by. all 
means, to make her friend Mr.,James 
Adair immediately acquainted with 
the particulars of. his conduct. to- 
wards her, ‘This fhe informed.’ me 
in a fhort time afterwards fhe had 
done, and that Mr, James Adair 
was 


C3r] 
was now thoroughly convinced of 
his guilt, and determined to have 


no farther connection with fo bad a 
man. 


I began now to grow exceeding= 
ly uneafy, that I was not permit- 
ted to pay thofe acknowledgments 
which were fo juftly due, as I 
conceived, to Mr. James Adair; 
but when I mentioned this, fhe af- 
fured me, that he had told her the 
affair with Mr. Robert Adair, would 
oblige him to defer our mutual in- 
troduction; and that the uneafinefs 
and jealouly of his family made it 
abfolutely neceflary to conceal his 
favours to us and our children, as 


much as poffible; it was therefore - 


his defire, that we fhould remain 
another year in Pall-Mall-Court, 
upon his allowance of 800/,_ per 
annum, which was paid to’ Mrs. 
Rudd, and by her produced regu- 


larly every quarter. 


.: 


oo id 
See re we artes 


ony 


fs tee et se mE TS 


2» 
a4 
BL Pet HER EELS 


es 


es 
, 
Sra seer ares Ste rit. Ap ible ts 


20 


| 32 J 

Inthe month of September 1772, 
Mrs. Rudd had a fit of ficknefs, 
which occafioned' me to remove her 
to Kentifh ‘Town, where we ftaid 
till the middle of November. About 
Chriftmas fhe told. me, that Mr. 
James Adair had been again made 
very uneafy by his family Gn our 
account, by an anonymous letter 
fent to his fon, which acquainted 
him with his fathers extraordinary 
friendfhip to us: fhe added, that 
Mr. James Adair had dire¢ted her 
to write a letter to him, and fend 
it, fo that he might receive it at 
the time of dinner, requefting he 
would difcount my note for 500/. 
or lend me that fum; and to fay 
it was for the purpofe of fupply- 
ing her uncle Stewart with 1ooo/. 
which he had defired her to borrow. 


Mr. James Adair’s meaning in 
directing her to do this, fhe faid, 
was, that if Mrs. Adair, or his fon, 
fhould 
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fhould hear of any money matters 
between him and us, he fhould 
then be better able to make their 
‘minds ealy, ey faying this was tke 
bufinefs. Mrs. Rudd did accord- 
ingly write a letter of this nature, 
which } faw her give to a fervant, and 
order him to take it to Soho-Square; 
and fhe afterwards told me, that 
Mr. James Adair, had approved of 
what the had done. 


In this artful non motft plaufible 
manner, did. Mrs. Rudd proceed, 
ttep by ftep, to impofe upon a man 
whom his infatuated aftection had 
blinded ; but in the month of 
February or March, 1774, . the be- 
gan to proceed to more dangerous 
extremities, 


She now told me, that Mr. James 
Adair was determined to make my 
_mind eafy, .and to render me _af- 
fured of the- money he meant tc 
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[ 34 ] 
give us and our children; for this 
purpofe, fhe faid, it was Mr. James 
Adair’s orders that I fhould fill up 
ad bond for 5000/. payable to me 


fix months after date, in which his 


friend Mr. William Adair would join 
with him. As I did not perfectly 
well undeftand this bufinefs, I got 
Mr. Wilfon a fcrivenor, to fill up 
fuch a bond, which I gave to Mrs. 
Rudd, and, m a day or two 
fhe returned it to me, executed by 
Meffrs. James and’ William Adair, 
and witnelled by Arthur Jones and 
Thomas Hart; the firft of whom, 
fhe faid, was Mr. William Adair’s 
folicitor, and the other his upper 
fervanit. 


About the month of March, 
Mr. John Adair of St. Albans- 


Street; who I underftand to be 


alfo a relation of Mrs. Rudd, in- 
troduced himfelf to our acquain- 
tance; vifited. us frequently -after- 
wards, 


wards, and. often delivered Mrs. 
Rudd letters from Lady Agnew’s fa- 
mily in Scotland. It is allo pro- 
per to remark here, that from the 
time Mrs. Rudd returned from the 
vifit to her friends in Scotland; 
fhe regularly received letters from 
them by the poft, as well as from 
her uncle Stewart, many of which 
fell into my hands, and I found 
them to be exceedingly affectionate. 
Her coufin Mr. Cairns alfo, and 
feveral other refpectable perfons, 
with whom dre had become ac- 
quainted in Scotland, frequently vi- 
fited at our houfe; all which cir- 
cumftances contributed to render 
her treacherous deceptions  untul- 
pected, and confequently molt cer- 
tain of fuccefs. 


About this time, I -underftcod 
from Mrs. Rudd, that fhe had been 
introduced, and secemmended in 
the ftrongeft manner by Mr. James 
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[ 36 } 
to Mr. William Adair, who had 
undertaken to be the agent for 
the firit mentioned gentleman in 
our affairs, in order to prevent fu- 
ture uneafinefs in his family, from 
what he meant to do for us. She 
faid alfo, that the laft mentioned 
gentleman, had efpoufed her: inter- 
eft in the warmeft manner, and 
promifed to’ add his own friend- 
fhips to thofe of Mr. James Adair, 
becaufe, according to her, he feem- 
ed to think himfelf urged to re- 
pair the ill ufage fhe had receiv- 
ed from his relation, Mr. Robert 
Adair. 


The latter end of April 1774, 
Mrs. Rudd brought me my young- 
eft daughter, and foon “after fhe 
was up again, fhe delivered me a 
letter from Mr. William Adair, di- 
recting me to give up my houfe im 
town, and take Mrs. Rudd into 
the country for the benefit of the 
air ; 


[ fe] 


ait; faying at the fame time, that: 


Mr. William Adair had directed her, 
to defire me to return the joint 


bond from himfelf and Mr. James: 


Adair for 5000/. as fhe faid, a re- 


{olution was now. taken to place 


me’ in the banking bufinefs in the 


courfe. of this year; and\ that Mr. 


William »Adair propofed alfo ta 


procure me .a.feat in parliament; 
for which purpofe he fKould be 
obliged to collect’ all: the: money he 
could. therefore delivered the 
bond according to, Mr. William 
Adair’ defire, and I conceived the 
returned it to Mr. William Adair, 


Juft before Isremoved into the 
country, in compliance. with the 
directions Mrs. Rudd had brought me 
from Mr. Wm. Adair, fhe produced 
200/. which fhe faid, Mri James 
Adair had: prefented- her with, in 
order scaske an addition of plate 
to our fide-board.; mentioning the 
| particulars 
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particulars which that gentleman 
defired might be. bought, which 
were’ accordingly chofen and pur- 


chafed by Mrs. Rudd. 


When we removed into the coun- 
try, Mis. Rudd told me it was Mr. 
William Adair’s directions to con- 
tinue the houfe in Pall-Mall Court, 
at a weekly expence, giving as his 
reafon, that it would: be more con- 
venient for him to meet Mrs. Rudd, 
and tranfact the affairs which re- 
garded us there, as if could bedone 
without its being publicly known 
by his friends that he was in town, 


1 cannot be certain as to the 
exact time, but as well as I can 
recolle&t, about this period Mrs. 
Rudd produced a letter from Mr. 
William Adair, defiring I would 
procure him a fum of money upon 
bond. It was direéted to be done 
in the moft private manner, as Mr, 

William 


[ 39 ] 
William Adair would by no means 
have it appear that he was raifing 
money. ‘The neceflity of this*mea- 
fure was faid to arife from the ar- 
rangement he was making to fix 
me in the banking bufinefs, there 
was therefore the ftricteft charge gi- 
ven to borrow it only from fuch 
perfons as had great confidence in 
me. It was alfo defired I would 
provide a bond or bonds for this 
purpofe, in the fame manner I had 
done before, when the joint bond for 
5000/. was given. At this diftance 
of time I can by no means ftate 
this tranfaction circumftantially and 
clearly; 1 therefore cannot poti- 
tively fay, for what {pecific fums 
the bonds were drawn; all I can re- 
collect is, that I got Mr. Wilfon 
to fill up two bonds payable to my- 
felf, and that I gave them, as I had 
before done the joint bond, to Mrs. 
Rudd, who as I conceived carried 
them to Mr, William Adair, and 
brought 
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brought them back executed. by that 
gentleman; and.;that my brother 
borrowed on them,.the two fuins 
of 3260/. and 4000/. from Mr. 
Mills a banker in . Birchin-Lane, 
which fums he gave to Mrs. Rudd, 
who as.I conceived, cartied. the 
money to Mr. William Adair for 
his ufe.. And I well remember, that 
thefe fums were, a week or ten days 
before the bonds, became payable, 
brought by Mirs. Rudd, as the faid, 
from Mr. William Adair, and dé- 
livered to my brother, in order to 
repay Mr. Mills; which) was, ac- 
cordingly done by my brother, and 
the bonds returned to Mrs. Rudd: 

It was alfo about this period, 
but my recollection will not. ferved 
me to fix. the exa¢t-time, that my 
brother was defired by letter brought 
by Mrs. Rudd from Mr. Wm. Adair, 
‘to procure a further fum of 4000/. 
upon like bond from, Sit Thomas 
Frankland, 
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Frankland, which was done in like 
manher; the money: was given to 
Mrs. Rudd, and as my brother and 
myfelf conceived, carried by her to 
Mr. William Adair, and as 1 recol- 
lect, brought back by Mrs. Rudd, 
before the time. the bond became 
payable, and delivered to my brother 
in order to repay Sir Thomas Frank- 
land, which was done, as well as I 
can remember, in the month of 
Auguit following: 


In the beginning of June 1774, 
Mrs. Rudd told me, that our fami- 
ly were from henceforth to expect 
all marks of friendfhip immediate- 
ly from the hands of Mr. William 
Adair; that the allowance of 80o/. 
per annum, from Mr. James Adair 
was now to ceafe, and that Mr. W. 
Adair from this period had fixed it 
at 1500/. per annum ; which as fhe 
faid, was v200/. allowed for our 
general expences, and 300/. for the 
par- 
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particular expences of Mrs, Rudd’s 
and the children’s cloaths, &c. This 
allowance, according to Mrs. Rudd’s 
account was the intereft of 30,000/, 
which fum, fhe faid, had been -de- 
termined fhould be given us, and 
charged upon the eftate of Mr. Wil- 
liam Adair, for which fum from 
this period, he had faid, he would 
allow us an intereft at the rate of 
5/. per cent. I mutt confefs, this 
aftonifhing mark of friendthip’ fur- 
prized me; but I conceived it to 
be the joint benevolence of both the 
Mefirs. Adairs; and as fhe had ajc 
ready given me, as I conceived, fo 
many indifputable proofs of the un- 
common ‘friendfhip of ~ Mr. James 
Adair. ° I was far from fufpecting 
her veracity in’this particular ; and as 
fhe frequently told me that Mr. Wil: 
liam, like Mr. James Adair, was déter- 
mined to admit of no interview until 
our whole eftablifhmeéent was finally 
fettled, Iforbore even to urge the 


point 
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point of paying my acknowledg: 
ments tohim; and I prefume it will 
hardly be fuppofed, that any other 
perfon, in my fituation, who had 
been led on by degrees of artful de- 
ception to fuch a point, would have 
acted. otherwife. And as I found 
afterwards, that this additional al- 
lowance was regularly paid to Mrs; 
Rudd, and by her produced to me, 
it will furely be granted, that I had 
every reafon to repole the moft im- 
plicit confidence in every thing fhe 
told .me. 


During our ftay in the country, 
Mrs. Rudd produced mea letter from 
Mr. William Adair, directing, me to 
purchafe a houfe, and ipeeily ing the 
fituation to be near Cavendifh-{quare, 
limiting the price net to exeeed 26 00/, 
I came to town feveral times on this 
bufinefs, but was not able to find a 
houfe in the prefcribed fituation, 
wherefore I was, by another. letter 
Gas from 
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from Mr. William Adair, defired’ to 
purchafe a houfe fituated in Harley- 
Street, from Mr. Collins, a ‘builder, 
the price of which was to be 4o00/, 
Mrs. Rudd pretended to be obliged to 
go to town frequently, to meet Mr, 
William Adair on this affair, and on 
her return one day, the prefented me 
witha letter from Mr. William Adair, 
encloling a draft for 19,000/. on Mr. 
Crofts in Pall-Mall, payable one 
month after date: this draft, fhe faid, 
was to make part of the capital in- 
tended to be a fund for the - banking 
bufinefs ; and I was ordered to re- 
ceive the money when the draft-be- 
came due, and keep it for that pur- 
pofe, as Mr. W. Adair, the faid, would 
be out of town, at the time this draft 
would become payable. ‘This eir- 
cumitance was in the month of July, 
but before the draft did become pay- 
able, fhe informed me, that Mr. Adair 
was returned, giving mea letter from 
him, wherein he defired the -draft 
might 
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might be returned: I was at the fame 
time informed, by her, that he had 
purchafed an eftate for me, in the 
county of Suffolk, which was intend- 
ed for a qualification for my propof- 
ed feat in parliament. She told me 
the name of this eftate was Worth- 
ting Manor, with feveral other mi- 
nute particulars concerning it, and 
that it had coft 13,000/... On the re- 
eeipt of the beforementioned letter, 
I gave Mrs. Rudd the draft for 
19,000/. which I underftood fhe re- 
turned to Mr. William Adair, 


During our ftay in the country, 
which was three months, Mrs. Rudd 
brought me frequent letters from Mr. 
William Adair, wherein the arrange- 
ment of my eftablifhment was the 
fubject he wrote about ; he informed 
me I fhould be fixed in the bufinefs of 
a banker in Pall-Mall, and my bro- 
ther-be admitted as a partner in 
the houfe; that I fhould have a feat 


in parliament, and that as he had 
hopes of obtaining the title of ba- 
ronet for 1 me, he would, if he fuc- 
ceeded in fo doing, encreafe the for- 
tune he meant to give to much 
more than 30,000/, 


In.the month of September 1774, 
we removed to town by Mr. William 
Adair’s defire, who thought our fitua- 
tion prejudicial to Mrs. Rudd’s health, 

and at the time of the diflolution 
of the. laft parliament, Mrs. Rudd 
gave me a letter from Mr. William 
Adair, wherein he told me he was 
going to Hinchingbroke, . to. treat 
with Lord Sandwich, that J might 
be elected to reprefent the town of 
Huntingdon in the new parhament; 
A fortnight paft from the receipt 
of this letter, without. my hearing 
any thing more of this matter, when 
Mrs. Rudd brought me another let- 
ter from Mr. William Adair, where- 
in he. told me he had not been 
’ able 
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able to prevail on Lord Sandwich 
to depart from a previous promife 
he had made in favour of Mr. Wom- 
ble. I was however flattered with 
the hopes of fucceeding for fome 
other place: it was infinuated that 
money might be wanted on this 
account, and that Mr. William Adair, 
would by no means break into the 
fam he had provided for placing my 
brother and. felf in the banking- 
bufinefs ; and a letter was foon af- 
ter brought me from Mr. William 
Adair, wherein he defired me 
provide a bond whereon 3000/ 
might be raifed, and I according= 
ly made Wilfon fill up one for 
3100/. payable to mylelf, and gave 
it to Mrs. Rudd as before, to take 
to Mr. William Adair to execute ; 
fhe returned it to me the day after 
Thad fo given it to her, with. the 
fignature of Mr. William Adair 
thereto, and witnefled, asthe joint- 
bond from Mefirs. Joba and Williana 
3 Adair 


eri 
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Adair had been, by Arthur Jones and 
‘Thomas: Hart. Both my _ brother 
and myfelf endeavoured to borrow 
3000/. upon this bond, but it could 
not be done ; however, as the bo- 
rough could not be obtamed the mo- 
ney was not wanted, and I there- 
fore returned the bond to Mrs. Rudd, 
who, as I conceived, carried it back 
to Mr. William Adair, who I ima- 
gined would deftroy it. 


In the month of November I was 
directed by letter from Mr. W. Adair 
to treat with Mefirs. Gregg and La- 
vie, for their houfe in Pall-Mall, in 
order to our fettlement in the bank- 
ing bufinefs, in confequence of which 
I gave a friend of mine much trou- 
ble on the affair, but Mr. Adair not 
approving of the terms thefe gen- 
tlemen propofed, the treaty ended. 


_' Itis neceflary to obferve, that my 
brother had been conftantly perfuaded — 
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; Mrs. Rudd to entertain great 
expectations from Mr. William Adair’s 
friendfhip to him and his family. A 
compliment of .500/. was particu- 
larly promifed to his youngeft child, 
and he himfelf, as has . been already 
obferved, was to be admitted a part- 
ner in the bank which was now 
forthwith to be eftablifhed. Mrs. 
Rudd faid now, that there was to 
be a third partner joined with us, 
a gentleman in the city, a very par- 
ticular friend of Mr. William Adair’s, 
whofe name was Mr. Edward Payne; 
adding, that Mr. Adair and Mr. 
Payne, had already purchafed the 
houfe of Mr. John Douglas, in Pall- 
Mall, in order to make it the bank- 
ing houfe. 


About the month of November 
1774, my brother was applied to by a 
meflage delivered by Mrs. Rudd from 
Mr. Wm. Adair, to borrow of Sir 
Tho. Frankland 5000/. upon bond, 

FE 4coo/, 
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ooo/. of which Mrs. Rudd faid 
was to pay for the houfe in Harley- 
Street; becaufe, as {he faid, it was in- 
convenient for Mr. William Adair 
to pay the money for the houfe jut 
at that time. My brother, in con- 
fequence of this application, wrote 
to Sir Thomas I Frankland, who was 
then in Yorkthire, and by the 
return of  poft received a letter 
from Sir Thomas, defiring him to 
go to his banker’s (Melfrs. ‘eam 
and Co. in Lombaid-Street) and they 
vould, as he had already direGted 
them, pay? him the money on his 
cig his: note of hand and Mr. 

Adair's bond for the fum. My bro- 
sites communicated the contents of 
his letter to Mrs. Rudd, who faid 
1e informed’ Mr. Adair thereof, 
and that he requeited my brother 
would provide a bond for the f fur, 
for him to execute : this my brother 
did, according to Mrs. Rudd’s -dj- 
pes and gave it to her to carry 
te Mr. Adair, for him to execute : 


The 
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—" 
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The next day. Mrs. Rudd returned 
this bond to my brother duly exe- 
cuted, and he went. directly » to 
Mefirs. Batfon and Co..and received 
the pa: Mr. Adair: had_ defired 
him to procure, which I faw him 
deliver to Mrs. Rudd, and fhe im- 


mediately went with it, as I con- 


ceived, to Mr. William Adair. 
The next day Mrs. Rudd bro ight 
aur, 


me Soof from Mr. William. Ad 
which fhe faid, he had’ given her 
for the purpofe of houte 
SS nk and. {uch parts of .the 

houfhold furniture, for thenew sicvs 

we were to Rureh ale,in Harley-Stree 

as would require to be paid for in 

ready money. Sometime after,,Mrs. 

Rudd told me, that SJ 

Adair required her to let -him have 

100/, which I inflantly gave back to 
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her, for Mr. Adair.. Mrs. Rudd faid, 
a is carried the goo0/. ta Mr. 
William Adair, that he gave as, a 

~ yeafon 
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reafon why he kept 4200/. thereof, 
was, becaufe che houfe was not 
quite completed, and that hedid 
not chufe to pay» Mr. Collins until 
he finally fulfilled his contract, and 
would therefore app! yt his money 
to fome other ufe, | 


About the month of December 
laft, Mrs. Rudd ga ve me a letter, 
as I conceived, from Mr. William 
Adair; wherein ie defired me to 
procure him 2000/. for a few weeks 
upon a bond, which he informed 
me, he had givento Mrs. Rudd; men- 
tioning in his letter, that it wag 
Mrs. Rudd’s opinion, that Dr. 
Brooke would fpare the money for 
the fhort time he wanted it. 


I was much furprized when Mrs, 
Rudd produced the bond, to find 
it was the fame, which had. been 
prepared to raife money, in cafe it 
thou! d be wanted, for the borough ; 
becaufe 
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becaufe I conceived, that Mr. Adair 
had deftroyed it. it was alfo ex- 
eeedingly dif agreeable to me to afk 
the Doctor to lend the money want- 
ed, ag my brother had, before bor- 
rowed fome money from n. Dr. Brooke 
for Mr. Adair, which he had not 
been punctual in the time of re- 
paying. [ gave this as ar afon to 
Mrs. Rudd for my unwillingnets to 
afk Dr. Brooke this :favour;. and 
told her, that I conceived, the fum 
wanted was more than the Dottor 
had to lend, 


But Mrs. Rudd affured me, fhe 
knew Dr. Brooke had many Aur 
bank bonds by him, and that fhe 
was nerfuaded he would have no 


bh 
objection to lend them upon Mir. 
Adair’s fecurity. But.as 1 could: not 
perfuade myfelf toa afk the Doétor, 
i begged of her to-ma a ea proper 
apology to Mr. Adair for my re- 
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Mrs. Rudd was exceeding]y r diffa- 
tistied, and urged me to afk it of fome 
Other friend, men tioning the names 
of  feveral gentle a In thes city, 
with whom. fhe ew I was ac- 
quainted ; but I ea re ‘efinbed 


i ays palled with- 
out Mrs. Rudd fay ing any more to 
to me on the fubject, after which 
fhe brought me a {mall*note from 
Mr. Adair ;» wherein he urged 
my {peaking to Dr. Brooke, and 
feemed to reproach me with inat- 
tention to his defires, 


This compelled me in. the moft 
fo rciple manner to tranfact this af- 
fair, if poflible : wherefore I went di- 
really to Dr. Brooke, and requeft- 
ed him to lend me 2000/. He faid, 
he had not any money, and [| then 
mentioned the Air bank bonds Mrs. 
Rudd had informed of, de firing he 
would fpare them, and they field d 
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be returned very foon; telling him, 
that I underftood from-Mirs. Rudd, 
that Nr. William Adair wanted that 
money’ for no more than eight or 
ten days. I alfo frequently repeat- 
ed to the Doctor, that I was ex- 
ceedingly unhappy in being obliged 
to afk this of him, but that Mrs: 
Rudd had urged it fo ftrongly as 
Mr. Adair’s. defire, that I was not 
at liberty to refufe; but declared 

the Doétor, that I knew not 
what the money was wanted for. 


Dr. Brooke now very willingly 
lent me 1500/. in Air; bank bonds, 
for hich! I gave him my note, and 
at the fame time left with him Mr. 


Adair’s bond. 


gave, the Air bank-bonds. to 
Mrs. oe who, as fhe told me, 
had them converted into bank-notes, 


delivered to Mr. Adair, 
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It is: neceflaty toobferve, that 
when I gavethis b bohe to Dr. Brooke; 
it was very near bemg pealy aie and 
that it remaiited in ‘hi is hands two 
months after itwas payable. 


~ 


Soon .after this circumftance,»} 
was aflured by Mirs. Rud 
pers which Mr. Adair biaid re- 
queft ted my brother and felf to bor- 
row from Sir Tho. Frankland and 
Dr. Brooke, -+had been employed for 
the 'purpofe of making up a fum of 
60,000/. which the King defired to 
borrow from vhim to pay the Duke 

f Glocefter’sidebts. . She alfo faid, 
at the fame time, that Mr. Wiliam 
Adair had been: introduced by Lord 
Suffolk to his Majefty, on the fubjec 
of obtaining the title of Baronet for 
me, and had even had feveral con- 
ote with his: Majefty. on the fub- 
ject. She declared alfoy that his Ma- 
jefty: had. actually been pleafed to 
{peak to Lord and Lady Gower 


con- 
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concerning the family Mr. Adair 
withed to ferve, and that Lord 
Gower had vifited Mr. Adair on 
the occafion. There were at. this 
time two cards fhewn me by Mrs. 
Rudd, which fhe faid had been left 
by Lord and Lady Gower, who 
had, as fhe affured me; made their 
vifits: to. us; and foon after fhe 
fhewed me two more cards, .in the 
names of Lord and Lady Gallo- 


way. 


The houfe in’ Harley-Street being 
now quite ready, the payment could 
be no longer delayed, and as Mr. 
Adair had employed the money in 
the way I have already mentioned, 
he defired that my brother » would 
borrow 4000/. more upon bond: from 
Sir Thomas Frankland; my brother 
therefore procured a bond to be 
filled.up, and gave it to Mrs. Rudd 
to carry it to Mr. Adair for him to 
execute ; and fometime after return- 
I ed 
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ed it to. my brother duly executed, 
who then went:to to Sit Thomas Frank- 
Jand, and having received his draught 
for the goco/. brougit it, and gave 
it to Mrs. Rudd in my prefence, 
who as fhe told me, carried. it to 
Mr. William Adair, from whom fhe 
brought it back to me , with direc- 
tions to’ pay Mr. Cofiieis for the 
houfe. 


This was the 24th of December, 
andthe Monday following being fixed 
for the payment of the money to 
Mr. Collins, I went early into the 
city, and received the money for the 
draught from Mefirs. Batfon’s “and 
Co. bankers in Lombard-Street; and 
fiom ‘thence went to’ Mr. Hickey’s, 
an attorney, in St. Alban’s-Street, 
where the parties had appointed to 
make the affionmlent - but it happen- 
ing to be inconvenient to Mr. Col- 
fing s attorney, who had fent to ex+ 
cufe himfelf from coming, I there- 
fore 
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fore lodged the money with Mefirs. 
Biddulph and Cocks, bankers, at 
Charing-Crofs, till the holydays were 
over, when Mr. Collins made the 
neceflary conveyances; and received 
his money. 


About the middle of January 
17755 we went into our new houfe 
in» Harley-Street, and. foon after 
Mrs. Rudd brought mea letter from 
Mr. William Adair, giving fome di- 
rections with regard to the plan of 
my eftablifhment, and added, that 
as foon as we were a little fettled, 
both Mr. James and Mr. William 
Adair would vifit me; but ftrictly 
charged me that when this happened, 
I was by no means to introduce the 
fubject of money, or make my ac- 
knowledgements for their friendthip ; 
particularly to Mr. James Adair, as 
they had both particularly infifted, 
and the laft mentioned gentleman 
| moft 
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moft ftrenuoufly, that this might not 
be done until my eftablifhent in bu- 
finefs was finally fettled and finifhed. 


} was in a fhort time after this 
told by Mrs. Rudd, that Mr. Wil- 
liam Adair had been to vifit her ; 
that he had feen the houfe, and 
very much approved of the manner 
in which I had furnifhed it, and 
faid, he had told her that he would 
in a fhort time vifit me without 
ceremony. I was alfo told by my 
fervants that Mr. William Adair had 
called ‘to vifit me, but not finding 
me at home he ftaid a little’ time 
in the nurfery with the children, 
and then went away. It is-alfo*ne- 
ceflary to obferve that that deceit- 
ful womanhad frequently ordered 
her fervants to call her out of com- 
pany to Mr. Adair, and to deliver 
to her in my prefence fictitious let- 
ters and mefiages from that gentle- 
man, 
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man, as [have fince this affair tran- 
fpired difcovered ; and that my. fer- 
vants, by her orders, had frequently 
told me, that Mr: William Adair 
had often been at my houle; and I 
was made to believe that he often 
ordered the children to be brought 
to fee him, all which I now find 
-were nothing but artful contrivances 
of this treacherous woman to im- 
pofe on me. 


But in the beginning of February 
Jaft Mr. J. Adair actuatly made mea 
vifit.. This was the firft time I had 
feen him at my houfe ; and although 
-it -did the utmoft violence, to my 
feelings, I ftri¢tly  obferved.. Mrs. 
Rudd’s charge, and refrained, though 
with much forcing of my difpoli- 
tion, from making thofe acknow- 
ledgements with which my erateful 
heart overflowed. . I folemnly pro- 
teft I looked on him-at this time 
with the moft affectionate reverence, 
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and thought myfelf indebted to him 
for all thofe bleflings I already had, 
and as I conceived was about to 
derive from his moft fingular benevo- 
lence. When I exprefled my hap- 
pinefs in having at laft feen our 
great benefactor Mr. J. Adair, Mrs. 
Rudd replied, that. Mr. W. Adair 
would likewife vifit me the follow- 
ing week, which however he did 
not. 


About thethird of March laft, Mrs. 
Rudd and myfelf dined with my bro- 
ther at his houfe, and ftayed till ten 
o clock; when we came away, we en- 
gaged ourfelves to dine again there the 
following day; asfoon aslcamehome, 
Mrs. Rudd's waiting maid, Elizabeth 
Perkins, brought her a letter, which 
was in the fame hand writing of all 
the other letters, which: Lhad feen 
brought to her from Mr. Adair ; 
and fuch as Mrs. Rudd had ufed 
to deliver to me from that gentle- 
man, 
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man. She afked her maid at what 


time the letter was brought ; who 
replied, about nine oclock. 


{ afked Mrs.. Rudd what were 
the contents of this letter? She told 
me, that Mr. Adair had directed 
her, to require my brother would 
procure him 50o00/. upon his (Mr. 
Adair’s) bond. Mirs, Rudd obferv- 
ed, that Mr. Adair had expreffed a 
wifh, that my brother fhould bor- 
row the money of Mr. Henry Evans. 
When my brother called in at our 
houfe the next morving, the 4th; 
Mrs. Rudd communicated the con- 
tents of this letter to him: both 
my brother and myfelf expoftulated 
on the impropriety of this applica- 
tion to Mr. Evans; and my. bro- 
ther declaring his abfolute  deter- 
mination, not to fpeak to Mr. Evans 
on fo difagreeable a fubje@t, fhe de- 
fifted: from urging the matter any 
further at that time. But fome 
time 
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time after, in the courfe of the fame 
day, {he renewed the fubject, fay- 
ing, fhe had fince feen Mr. William 
dair, who faid, he by no means 
wifhed my brother to do anyithing 
which might be painful to him, but 
propofed to him, to endeavour to 
borrow the money from Mr. Drum- 
mond; and to obviate the objec- 
tion which my brother made to this 
meafure alfo, fhe faid, Mr. Adair 
defired that the 1400/ for which 
the writings of Mr. Daniel Perreau’s 
houfe: were mortgaged, might be 
paid out of the 5000/. fo borrowed. 
My brother atlaft with ditliculty com- 
plied, and, by Mrs. R udd’s directions, 
procured a bond for 7500/. to be fill- 
ed up for Mr. William Adair to 
execute ; which bond my brother 
delivered to Mrs. Rudd the fame 
evening in my prefence, and in the 
prefence of his \oife and of «Mr. 
Caffidy his affiftant, with this ex- 
preflion, ‘ Madam there's your af- 
fair 2 
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fait ;” which the put into her pocket 
without any reply. Mrs. Rudd and 
myfelf left my brother’s houfe, and 
returned home about ten o'clock at 
night, but no converfation pafled 
between us cOncerning this bond, 
that night not the following day, 
which was Sunday, when Dr. Jack- 
fon, Dr. Brooke, my brother and 
his wifé, dined with tis. On Mon- 
day the 6th, I tode out after break- 
faft, between ten and eleven o'clock, 
réturnéd at half paft two o'clock ; 
from which time I was employed 
in drefling, until the arrival of Mr. 
Evans, his wife and family, Mr. 
Hammond, his fifter and family, 
who with my brother and his wife, 
dined with us, and ftayed with us 
til near eleven o'clock at night, 
‘This was the right, Mrs. Rudd has 
falfely fworn 1 compelled her to 
fign the name of Mr. Adair, &c. 
to the bond now before the court. 
Immediately . after the departure 
| K of 
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of the company, Mrs. Rudd went 
up ftairs.to her drefling-room, in 
order to prepare herfelf for bed, 
and T went down. ftairs into my 
ftudy, for. the fame purpofe. In 
about half an hour I went up to 
bed, and going. into Mrs. Rudd's 
dreffing-room, I obferved a letter 
lying on the table, I enc uired what 
it was, and fhe, gave me te: un- 
derftand, it cont bak the bond for 
FER payable to my _ brother, 
which Mr. Adair had executed, and 
that it had been brought to her by Eli- 

zabeth Perkins, her waiting maid, to- 
whom it had been delivered by Fran- 
cis Carbery, who received it from Mr. 
Adair; this was all the converfa- 
tion that pafled concerning it that. 
night. The next morning Mrs. 
Rudd . arofe about gle o'clock, a 
very unufual hour for her, who: 
was. feldom. up before ten. L afk- 
ed her. the, reafon of her getting 
up fo early, and fhe told. me,. fhe 


expected 
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expected a perfon upon bufinefs ; 
on this account, I rofe fooner than 
I intended, and came down about 
an hour after her; when I under- 
flood, fhe had fent a fervant for 
my brother, who came foon after; 
when Mrs. Rudd delivered: to him 
the bond, which was now folded 
in a piece of brewnifh paper, out 
of which my brother took it, and 
yead it over to himfelf, faying, 
“* This is avery unpleafant bufinefs, 
L wifh Mr. Adair would not trou- 
ble me with it,’ or words to that 
import; to which I replied, that 
it was difagreeable; but that Mr. 
Drummond would not diflike fuch 
paper; the fecurity was too good. 
My brother anfwered, it was mne- 
verthele/s very unpleafant bufinefs; 
then put the bond in his pocket, 
and all converfation concerning it 
ceafed. After breakfaft was over, 
I went out to ride, and returned 
about three o’clock to dinner ; when 
K 2 I found 
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I found Mrs. Rudd. in my ftudy, 
Captain Ellys and my brother dined 
with us, and went away about nine 
o'clock ; when Mrs. Rudd informed 
me, that my brother had been with 
Mr. Drummond concerning the mo- 
ney Mr. Adair wifhed him to. ad- 
vance on the beforementioned bond. 
That Mr. Drummond had exprefied 
fome doubts, concerning the hand 
writing fubfcribed to the bond, 
being really that of Mr, W. Adair’s. 
That this circumftance had made 
my brother very uneafy, but that 
fhe had fince taken an opportu- 
nity of feeing Mr, Adair on that 
fubje@t, who expreffed the exceed- 
ing great unhappinefs he felt on 
the occafion; and had giyen her 
letter, which fhe faid, fhe had de- 
livered. to my brother, and that 
in confequence thereof, his mind 
was now more eafy. On Wednel- 
day morning, my brother called at 
my houfe in Harley-Street, and afk - 
ed 
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ed for the draft for 5000/. from 
Mr. William Adair, on Mr. Crofts ; 
faying, that as his bufinefs had call- 
ed him into the neighbourhood, he 
called now for it; that if it fo hap- 
pened he fhould want it, he might 
thereby fave himfelf the trouble of 
coming fo far again. Mrs, Rudd 
toid him, that Mr. Adair had- not 
fent it, but that fhe would call 
upon my brother to know, if af- 
ter he had again feen Mr Drum- 
mond, he would want it; and in 
that cafe would go to Mr. Adair 
for it. I had not yet heard any 
thing of this matter, wherefore I 
enquired of Mrs. Rudd, in the pre- 
fence of my brother, concerning it; 
and fhe then told me, that in the 
Jetter fhe had before acquainted me 
fhe had given to my brother, Mr. 
Adair had promifed, that if any fur-~ 
ther dithculty arofe with Mr. Drum- 
mond, he would fend Mrs: Rudd, -a 
draft on Mr. Crofts, for the fum 
wanted ; 


wanted; and that -in the converfa- 
tion fhe had with Mr. Adair on this 
fubject, he faid, that although it 
was very inconvenient for him to 
raife the money PX any other means 
than the propofed bond; yet rather 
than my brother's scat fhould be 
made further unhappy, he would 
fo fettle it with Mr. Crofts, that 
his draft upon him for the fum 

nted fhould be paid. This f 
again folemnly declare, is all ‘the 
knowledge I had concerning this 
bond, which I believed to be truly 
genuine, valid and authentic, until I 
was fent for to Mr. William Adair s, 
where, when I arrived, I found the 
two Mr. Drummonds, Mrs. Rudd, 
my brother, and Mr. William Adair, 
who denied the bond to have been 
given by him, and’ difelaimed all 
knowledge or connection with Mrs, 


Rudd. 


It 
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It is impofiible to. exprefs my afto- 
nifhment at this occutrence ; when 
I afked. Mrs. Rudd. for an explana- 
tion of this matter, I. could get no 
other fatisfa¢tion from her on the 
fubject, than her conftantly perfitt- 
ing to. declare the innocence of my 
brother. She urgently entreated a 
private audience with Mr. Drum-. 
mond. or Mr. Adair, which: was at 
firft refufed, but at length, from: her 
repeated. entreaties and ardent folicis. 
tation, it was granted. 


When Mr. Drummond: returned, 
from the private room where Mrs. 
Rudd and.he had retired, he fioni- 
fied his intention of troubling: him- 
felf no. farther in the matter; uling 
words to this effect, « That if my 
brother was an innocent man he 
had been made. a very great dupe.’ 
To which my brother replied;. by 
remontirating againft Mr. Drum- 
mond’s. dropping the: affair, while a 
ful 
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fefpicion of his guilt remained upon 
the mind of Mr. Drummond; my 
brother at the fame time declaring, 
that as he was as innocent of every in- 
tention of guilt as man could be, 
he cauld by no means be fatisfied, 
unlefs he had the juftice done him 
to be thought fo. To which Mr. 
Drummond replied, by defiring the 
money lent upon the mortgage of 
my writings might be repaid, and 
he would fet his foot upon the affair. 


We then left Mr. William Adair’s 
houfe; and when I urged Mrs. 
Rudd to let me know the whole 
truth of this affair, fhe affured me, 
in the moft folemn manner, that the 
bond was really given by Mr, Wil: 
liam Adair. As fhe perfifted in this, 
I determined to wait upon Mr. James 
Adair, in Soho-fquare, to afk him 
concerning it, but Mrs. Rudd pre- 
vailed on me to fuffer her to wait 
on the gentleman firft, declaring, 
that 
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that in her private converfation with 
Mr. Drummond, fhe had fatisfied 
him that the bond was given to her 
by Mr. William Adair, and had af- 
affured them, that fhe believed Mr. 
Adair denied it only becaufe my 
brother had afked Mr. Drummond 
for the money in a manner which 
might make it appear he was raifing 


it for Mr. Adair: 


At her retuin home from Mr. 
James Adair’s, fhe told me that gen- 
tleman was fo much fhocked at the 
_ftory, that he was unable to go on 

in {having himfelf; which he was 
then doing. But that he had affured 
her, as he was to dine with Mr. 
William Adait, he would enquire in- 
to his real meaning. Not fatished 


with this, I defiréed my brother to> 


waiton Mr. James Adair, and know 
from him what could be the motive 
for Mr. William Adair to act in {o 


extraordinary ¢, manner as to deny 
his 


z 
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his bond fo publicly ; my brother ac- 
cordingly went, and was informed 
by Mr. James Adair, that Mrs. Rudd 
had affured him that morning, that 
the bond was a forged one. 


I heard no other particulars at 
that time; nor did I know that Mrs. 
Rudd had charged me with com- 
pelling her to forge it till the Sa- 
turday morning following. 


My own, as well as my brother’s 
uneaiinefs of mind on this occafion, 
is inexpreffible ; but nothiag material 
occurred in this affair on the Thurf- 

day and Friday following, except 
Mrs. Rudd's having frequently pro- 
pofed to us to lee the kingdom, 
which we conftantly refufed ; and I 
fhould prefume to hope the not hav- 


ing done this, when no impediment 


prevented it, will aruge ftrongly in 
favour of our innocence. 
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On the Saturday morning my bro- 
ther procured one of Sir John Field- 
ing’s men to bring Mrs. Rudd be- 
fore the fitting magiftrate in Bow- 
Street, having been advifed fo to do 
by his friends, whom his exceeding 
great uneatinefs of mind had induced 
him to confult, concerning the mea- 
fures he ought to take on this un- 


happy occafion. 


I attended Mrs. Rudd, and on 
the examination before Mr. Adding- 
ton, who was the magiftrate then 
fitting in Bow-Street, the affair ap- 
peared fo intricate that he thought 
proper to commit both my brother: 
and Mrs. Rudd, for farther exami- 
nation. 


Being conftantly backwards and 
forwards with my brother on this 
melancholy occafion, on the Sunday 
evening I was detained in the prifon 
of Tothill-Fields Bridewell, where 
L 2 
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my brother and. Mrs. ‘Rudd were 


alfo confined, by a warrant fent to 
the keeper, on the profecution of 
Dr. Brooke;, and on the Wednelday 
following we were all commi itted by 
Sir John Fielding and the other 
magiftrates, who fat at the Guild- 
lal, Weftminfter, in order to this 
trial ; and although Mrs. Rudd had 
been the original perfon apprehended 
as the panies al in this moft wicked 
and ‘fraudulent tranfaction, fhe was, 
not withttending. in conlequence of 
my brother ’s information at the office 
in ie Osta hee Sir John Fielding 
and the: other magiftrates, admitted 
not only as an evidence againft my 
unhappy brother and myfelf, but al Ifa 
to bail, although | “aul own mylelf 
ata lofs how fuch a proceeding could 
be -juftified with any colour “of law 


or equity: 


Thus did this: wicked and artful 
woman lead me gradually on till fhe 
: had 
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had at length involved me in the 
moft irre epee rable mifery- and ruin. 

Since the explofion of this horrid 
train of iniquitous deception, the dia- 
bolical difpofition of this bad wo- 
man, has moft vifsbly appeared in 
her behaviour, and I have been, tho’ 
unhappily for me, much too late 
informed, from unqueitionable au- 
thority, of many circumftances in her 
conduct, which prove fhe has beer 

long pra¢tifed in the blackeft {cenes 
of guilt and infamy; wherefore I can- 
not help acknowledging that it now 
feems almoft aftonifhing how I could 
have futfered myfelf to be fo much 
impofed on. But when it is confi- 
dered with what artful circum- 
{pection and plaufibility, fhe pro- 
ceeded ftep by flep to involve me in 
this aby{s of misfortune; that fhe was 
careful to give me from time totime 
the moft feemingly fubftantial proofs 
of the uncommon friendfhip of Mr. 
James Adair, in the fums of money 
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fhe produced ; that fhe ufed fuch 
means to prevent me from intro- 
ducing myfelf to this gentleman, as 
I prefume would have had equal 
weight with every man in the fame 
ituation; that the proofs fhe gave 
of the friendfhip of Mr. William 
Adair were ay rently equally ftrong ; 
that, thefe obligations from that 
gentleman, were motives fufficiently 
cogent to induce me to negociate the 
matters I did to oblige him, which 
was, in effect, to ferve myfelf. When 
al] thefe matters are confidered, and 
a juft allowance made for that im- 
plicit, and unfufpecting confidence, 
which my ftrong and affectionate 
regard and fond love for her mutt 
ne ei ain: imprefs me with, in re- 
foe to her fidelity and integrity, 
ih furely cannot a fufpicion arife 
m th ie breaft of any candid man, that 
I have had the leaft participation in’ 
the guilt of this tranfaction, or a 
doubt remain in his mind that I have 
not 
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not, through the whole of this mof 
iniquitous fcene, been made an in- 
nocent dupe to the arts of this moft 
abandoned woman, whofe deception, 
treachery, and infernal wickednefs, 
is perhaps unparalleled in the re- 
cords of iniquity. 


As it feemed neceflary to be cir- 
cumitantial in reciting the particu- 
lars of thofe tranfactions, whereby 
this artful woman contrived to in- 
volve me in - this dreadful calamity, 
it has unavoidably drawn this~nar- 
rative to a great length. — J fhall 
therefore intrude no longer than to 
exprefs the fatisfattion I have in be- 
ing able to fay, that this-horrid fcene 
of deception, treachery, and fraud, 
has not been productive of fuch per- 
nicious effects to fociety as might have 
been expected. Happily on the whole 
there arifes a lofs. of no more than 
500/, which is fuffered by Dr: Brooke. 
As foon as the bond upon which my 
brother 
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brothet had requefted Mr. Drummond 

toadvance him 5000/. was difcovered 

to be forged, I naturally concluded we 

had been equally impofed upon by 

Mrs. Rudd in all the reft, where= 

fore I gave my brother all the ef- 

feéts Icould, to indemnify Sir Tho. 

Frankland and Dr. Brooke, the lait 

ef which gentlemen received efiects 
to the value of 1000/. in part, to 
difcharge the 1500/. he had - lent ; 
and Sir Thomas Frankland had an 
aflignment of my houfe in Harley- 
Street, with the furniture and other 
valuables, which I conceive will ful- 
ly indemnify him from any lofs he 
may fufain on this unhappy occa- 
fion. This aflignment was made af- 
ter our commitment, and Sir ‘Tho- 
mas Frankland appeared, at that time, 
to be fo fenfible of the innecency of 
eur intention to defraud him, that 
he promifed on his word of honovr 
to deliver up the bonds. 


DEFENCE. 


Se 


errs Se i Ter 3 


Rt a ee a A 


[ 8 | 


Dy; Ee Bi oj eee 


My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, 
Educed by a Series of the moft artful 


Deception, to the fuperlative Mifery of - 


ftanding as a Criminal at this Bar, it would 
in fome Degree moderate my unfpeakable 
AftiGion, might I be permitted to induige 

a Hope. that <he Confufion and Inaccuracy 
which muft neceflarily appear in what. I 
now prefume to offer, for the Confideration 
of the Court, would be attributed to that 
Diftraétion ef Mind which mnft iuevita- 
bly attend a raoft innocent Man, under Cir- 
cumftances of fuch peculiar Diftrefs. 


Unhappily this diftraGing Anxiety ‘of 
Mind, which is the natural Confequence of 
fo terrible a D} Heine: renders. me moft un- 
fit to urge what I have to offer in my own 
V brawn tin with fuch Propriety and Force 
as might render it moft effe@tual ; but 
although Elegance of Language and Per- 
M — fpicuity 
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fpicuity of Expreffion feldom flow from the 
Lips ofa Man whofe Heart is overwhelmed 
with the moft poignant Grief, and whole 
Head is diftragted by the Horrors, of his Si- 
tuation ; though the filent Tear is the truby 
perfuafive Eloquence of acute Diftrefs, yet 
when two fuch ineftimable Bleffings as Life 
and Reputation are at ftake, I cannot re- 
frain from humbly entreating the Indulgence 
of the Court, whilft I endeavour to lay be- 
fore them, in the beft Manner I am able, 
the real and true State of my Cafe ; and I 
humbly truft in the Almighty, that the Evi- 
dence I thall produce, affifted by the Obferva- 
tions and Remarks of the very able and learn- 
ed Council who have humanely afforded 
me their Support on this moft melancholy 
Occafion, will induce you, Gentlemen of the 
Jury, to find fuch a Verdict as may, in fome 
Degree, contribute to heal thofe deep and dan- 
gerous Wounds which my Reputation could 
only have received from the moft wicked and 
treacherous Artifice, under a Mafk of the ten- 
dereft and moft faithful Friendfhip, worn 
by a Woman, who by her {pecious Behavi- 
our, and the delufive Appearance of Virtues 
which fhe was in reality far from poficiting, 
had fo captivated my infatuated AffeCtions, 
spb no that 
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that I ‘repofed the moft unlimited Confi- 
dence in her Integrity, and fincerely regret- 
ted the Impoffibility of a legal Union with 
her by Marriage. 


I now too feelingly perceive the fatal Ef- 
fects ofa Weaknefs, which, however blame- 
able, your Lordfhip will certainly admit 
has frequently feduced Perfons, in all Ages, 
the moft remarkable for their Uprightnefs 
of Heart: and I truft;, when you refleé& 
upon the great Frailty of Human Nature, 
that your Lordfhip will allow it to be a 
Motive fufficiently ftrong to induce me, at 
the Inftance of a Woman in whofe Favor I 
was fo ftrongly prepoffeffed, to tranfac, 
without, Sufpicion, thofe . Negociations 
which, through her treacherous and unpa- 
ralleled Wickednefs, have brought me into 
my, prefent deplorable Situation. 


The vaft Importance of my Exculpation 
will, I fervently truft, plead-ftrongly in ex- 
cule for the: Trouble I fhall be obliged to 
give on this moft unhappy Occafion; where- 
fore as I conceive it abfolutely neceffary ‘to 
my Juftification, I fhall, with your Lord« 
fhip’s Permiffion,. lay. before the Court 
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a brief Narrative of all thofe fieps, whereby 
this pernicious Woman contrived to lead 
me gradually on into a Labyrinth of 
fuch irreparable Ruin.* 


Having thus fhewn the horrid Train of 
fraudulent Deception praétifed by this wic- 
ked Woman; let me be permitted to de- 
clare in this moft public and folemn Man- 
ner, that I am perfectly free from every 
Degree of Guilt through the whole of 
this moft vile Tranfaction. Seduced by a 
mifplaced Confidence in Mrs. Rudd, whole 
Heart 1 conftantly believed the Seat of al- 
moft every Virtue, until Twas moft fatally 
undeceived, by finding myfelf plunged in 
an Abyfs of Mifery and Perdition, I too 
fondly credited the Stories of Mefirs. Adair’s 
ancommon Friendfhip, and really and tru- 
ly believed the Bonds fhe produced to be 
genuine, authentic, and valid ; for nothing 
but fuch fatal Conviction as is now before 
me could have perfuaded me, that afty hu- 

man Being could at once be fo weak and 


* The whole of this Cafe and Defence was intended to 
be delivered. in Court; the Cafe was therefore to have 
been introduced by what precceds this, and after the Cafe 
had been read, the Defence was to have been.continued in 


the following manner. 
wicked 
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wicked to contrive a moft artful Scheme of 
Fraud to raife confiderable Sums. of Money 
in order to apply to fuch irrational Pur- 
pofes. I moft folemnly proteft, by all my 
Hopes of Happinefs both here hereafter, that 
fo villanous an Intention as defrauding any 
Perfon of their Property never entered my 
Heart; and I adjure the Almighty to fo help 
me in my prefent moft dangerous Situation, 
asl {peaknothing but the pureft Truth, when 
I declare, that fo far am I from having had 
any Share in the Fabrication of thefe Bonds, 
or from having ufed any Means to compel 
or perfuade Mrs. Rudd to write the Name 
of William Adair or of either of the fub- 
{cribing Witnefles thereto, that I really and 
bena fide never had a perfect Sight of the 
one produced by Mr. Drummond, until I 
faw him produce it in the Houfe of Mr. //. 
Adair in Pall- Mail: on the contrary, I fo- 
lemnly declare, under the fame Acjuration 
I have before ufed, that what I have als 
ready related, is, according to my beft Re- 
colleGion, all the Knowledge | have con- 
cerning that or any other Bond. 


It is the peculiar Unhappinefs of my Si- 


tuation that the treacherous Woman with 
whom 
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whom I have unfortunately. been conneéted, 
has been Mittrefs of fuch confummate ‘Arti- 
fice, to tranfact even the minuteft Matters, 
through the whole of this dreadful Bufinefs, 
with fuch Circumfpecticn and Forefight, as 
to put it ont of my Power to adduce any 
Thing. more than prefumptive Evidence in 
my Juftification; I truft however this will 
be fufficiently ftrong # and that it cannot be 
pa aa was fo totally loft to every Re- 
gard for my. own Safety, as well as to every 
Principle of Honefty and Juftice,. to con- 
trive and perpetrate, or even to participate 
in fo horrid and irrational a Scheme of Vil- 
lany; for -unlefs I am conceived to be de- 
velted of every Degree of Underftanding, 
it cannot -furely be believed that 1 would 
have employed the Fruits of confummate 
Knavery with fuch fottith and extravagant 
Folly. The verieft Ideot could not have 
believed he could be. fuffered. to. provide 
Houfes and Furniture and fit himfelf down 
with Eafe and Tranquility to enjoy a For- 
tune obtained by fuch barefaced Villainy— 
Imbecility itfelf would have been: confcious 
that Detection and confequent Punifhment 
muft afluredly tread clofely on. the Heels 
of fuch enormous Guilt; and it muft. be 
adinitted 


i: 
adtnided that in fuch Circumfances the 
sroflett Ignorance would have had recourfe 

to Flight, a8 the fureft Means of ae 
Ienoininy. May 1 not then prefume to 
hope that your Lordfhip and the Court will 
think it more reafonable to believe me an 
innocent Man, than to fuppofe me fo funk 
in more than brutal Stupidity to be loft to 
every Senfe of oclf-prefervation, 


With refpect to the Compulfion of Mrs. 
Rudd to forge the Signature of William 
Adair, &c. to the Bond now under Con- 
fideration, permit me fervently to entreat 
you, Gentlemen of the Jury, to be pleafed 
to attend particularly to Mrs. Rudd’s hav- 
ing had this Bond in her own. Potictfion 
from the Time fhe fallely {wears | compelled 
her to forge the Signatures thereto, until the 
Time the delivered it to my Brother. Let 
me earneftly defire you would ferioufly 
confider whether it is reafonable to believe 
that if fuch Violence had been ufed on my 
Part, fhe would the next Morning have 
arifen with Coolnefs and Compolure to 
tranfa& a Bufinefs which the Fear of Death 
only had compelled her to be concerned in £ 
Does it not feem more natural to believe, 
. : that 


rh. 
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that if this had been really the Cafe, the 
would either have deftroyed the Bond or 
have informed fome Perfon of ‘the barba- 
rous Treatment fhe had received from me 
the preceding Night? efpecially as fo very 
fair an Opportunity prefented itfelf the next 
Morning, when, as will be proved by fuffi- 
cient Evidence, fhe was up, and down Stairs 
an Hour before ine, and had the Bond in her 
Pofleffion ; yet this fair Opportunity fhe 
employed no otherwife than to fenda Ser- 
vant for my Brother ; and when he arrived, 
which was near an Hour after, fhe not on- 
ly calmly delivered him the Bond, bue was 
urgent with him to procure soool. from 
Mr. Drummond upon it, for the Ute, as fhe 
pretended, of Mr. Adair. 


That my Innocence may more firongly 
appear, 1 would beg leave to fubmit it to 
your Lordfhip, whether the Bond in Pof- 
{effion of Dr. Brooke, although a Matter 
for future Inveftigation, might not with 
Propriety be now ordered to be produced ; 
becanfe the Signatures of W. Adair, &e. 
appear to me to be written to that Bond 
by the fame Hand which fubferibed them 
to the one ‘now under Confideration; and 
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E prefume to appeal to your Lordthip, whe- 
ther if the Court fhall coincide in this Opi- 
nion, it will not afford the bef Ground for 
a {trong Prefumption, that the whole Guilt, 
inevery Part of this iniquitotis Tranfa@ion, 
lies with Mrs. Rudd. 


Permit me alfo to recomttierid it to your 
Confideration, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
whéther if you fhall concur in this Opinion, 
that the Signatures to each of the Bonds 
arein the fame Hand Writing, you can pots 
fibly believe I had recourfe to the Violence 
Mrs. Rudd has fworn, in order to compel 
her to fign this Bond. Let me entréat you 
in the frongeft Manner to remark, that you 
have already heard Mrs. Rudd difavow 
upon Oath * her having fubfcribed the Sig- 
natures ‘to any Bond, except the one now 
before you; becaufe if you fhall be firmly 
convinced in your own Thoughts that the 
Signature of William Adair, &c. to each of 
thefe Bonds, is in the fame Chara@er or 
Hand Writing, your Confciences furely 


* It is to be remarked; that this Indi@ment was not 
tried, and that this Defence was prepared upon the Suppo- 
fition that Mrs. Rudd would declare upon Oath before the 
Coyrt what the has fo frequently done in private Converfa- 
£10N«» , 


will 
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will not fuffer you to credit her Evie 
dence. 


With refpect to the uttering of the Bond 
to Dr. Brooke, I muft beg Leave to repre- 
fent to the Court, that this Bond was in the 


| Doétor’s Hands before the Time Mrs. Rudd 


has fworn to have figned the Name of Wil- 

liam Adair, &c. to a Bond, through the 

compulfive Fear of Death, wherefore, I 

would fubmit it to your Confideration, Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, whether #f you concur in 
the Opinion that the Signature to this Bond 
is ewrote by the fame Hand with that to the 
Bond produced by Mr. Drummond, you can 
poffibly believe in your Conjciences, that Iwas 
the Fabricator thereof 2 And 1 trult, that 
when you have attentively and ferioufly 
confidered, that Mrs. Rudd, although ad- 
mitted an Evidence, and confequently oué 
of all Dread of Danger from divulging the 
Part fhe has taken in this fraudulent Bu- 
finefi, neverthele/s. abjolutely difclaims all 
Participation or Collufion between myfelf and 
her, in the Fabrication of any other, than the 
Bond produced by Mr. Drummond, you 
cannot pofibly believe I uttered the Bond to 
Dr. Brooke, knowing it to be forged, elpe- 


y if you attend to thefe Circumftances 5 
ae | that 
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that the Bond now before the Court was in the 
Poffefion of Dr. Brooke, before the Time 
Mrs. Rudd has fworn to her having been 
compelled to fign the one produced by Mr. 
Drummond, and confequently could not have 
been imitated from that Precedent: and as 
fhe has cleared me of all Knowledge or 
Participation with her in the Fabrication of 
this Bond, dy declaring on Oath, that fhe 
neither was privy to the Fabrication of, or 
wrote the Name of William Adair, &c. to 
any other than the Bond produced by Mr. 
Drummond ; wherefore, if you concur in the 
Opinion, that the Signatures to both the 
Bonds are in the fame Heat -writing, I traft 
you will do me the Juftice to believe me to 
be, what I truly am, an innocent but moft in- 


jured Man. 


Tt is upon thefe Fads, which I with ali 
Humility fubmit to the Confideration of the 
Court, that I prefume to build my fervent 
Hopes, that you will find fuch a Verdi& as 
may defend me from the dangerous Confe- 
quences of that Impofition, Treachery, and 
infernal Wickednefs which has been prac- 
tifed upon me by this mof abandoned Wee 
man, 
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But I forkear to trefpafs Jonger on 
your Lordfhip’s Patience, a3 1 have no 
doubt but the {uperior Judgment and de- 
fervedly celebrated Abilities of my very 
eminent and learned Council, will direct 
them to point out, with infinitely greater 
Force and Propriety than I can do, thofe 
Circumftances in this unhappy Affair which 
will be moft proper for the attentive Con- 
fideration of the Court ; and I truft that 
their wife and judicious Obferyations, du- 
sing the Courfe of this Trial, will have their 
due weight, and fet my Innocence in a 
much more clear and ftrong Light than I 
myfelf could be able to do, was 1 even pof- 
feffed of that ‘Coolnefs, and Recollection 
which can only be an Attendant upon 
Minds infinitely more at Eafe, than mine 
can poffibly be conceived to be, under fuch 


melancholy Circamftances. 


I cannot however conclude without ex- 
pteffing in the ftrongeft Terms to your 
Lordthip, the aggravated AffliGtion I nave 
received, and the cruel Injuftices I have 
reafon to apprehend from the falfe and wic- 
ked Letters which Mrs. Rudd has thought 
proper to publifh to the World. 1 humbly 


conceive 
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conceive, my Lord, that the. Indignation 
of this Court willbe juiily raifed by a 
Proceeding fo malicious, iniquitous and 1l- 
Jegal ; and that your Humanity will in- 
duce you to enter in fome Degree into the 
Poignancy of thofe Feelings which the un- 
paralleled Barbarity of Mrs. Rudd's Beha- 
viour has caufed me to endure. I have 
every Reafon to believe, from the Candour 
and Benevolence of your Lordthip and the 
Court, that you will feel the utmoft Detefta- 
tion for the. inhuman Cruelty which has 
proceeded from the depraved Heart of this 
bad Woman, who with unremitting’ Ma- 
lice fill continued to indulge the tranfcen- 
dent Malevolence of her Difpofition, by 
endeavouring to prejudice the Minds of the 
Public againf{ my unhappy Brother and 
myfelf, notwithftanding we were both al- 

eady become the Victims of her pernicious 
Intrigues, and likely to fall an innocent Sa- 
crifice for her enormous Guilt. From the 
Time we were committed in order to this 
Trial, and fhe moff unaccountably admitted 
to Bail, this unfeeling Woman, by a Mul- 
tiplicity. of Publications, equally malicious 
and impudently falfe, with the Letter pur- 
porting to be written dy her uncle Stewart, 
: who 
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who fo far from being in London, moft 
certainly has not been in Hngland for fome 
Years, has endeavoured as much as fhe was 
able, to infureyour Deftruétion, by con- 
veying the moft unfavourable Impreffions, 
with refpect to us, into the Mind of every 
one who fhould read and believe the diabo- 
lical Falfehoods inferted in the Cafe the has 
impudently dared to impofe upon the 


W orld, 


But notwithftanding the utmoft Efforts 
of her rancorous Malice, 1 humbly truft in 
the Almighty, that my Innocence will moft 
evidently appear from the Evidence which 
will be produced in my Vindication, and that 
the Remarks and Obfervations of my very 
learned and eminent Council, upon every 
Part of this iniquitous Tranfaétion, when 
affifted by the numerous Appearance of Per- 
fons of Condition, and the moft refpectable 
CharaGters in Life, who are now prefent, 
with the benevolent Intention to do me the 
Tuftice of declaring, in the moft folemn 
Manner, to this Court, that I have, in their 
Opinion, conftantly preferved a Reputation 
for Probity, Integrity, and Honefty, unim- 


peachable even by the Tongue of flanderous 
Malice, 
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Malice; this when contrafted with the real 
and true Character of Mrs. Rudd, which the 
Court will receive from Perfons of the moft 
ungueftionable Veracity, will, 1 humbly 
truft, be fufficient to remove every unfa- 
vourable Impreffion which may have been 
imbibed from the unjuftifiable Publications 
before-mentioned. 


I fhould be exceedingly unhappy to be 
underftood, from what I laft faid, to imply 
the leaft Doubt concerning the Impartiality 
or Integrity of any Perfon in this Court, 
Permit me, on the contrary, to declare in 
this public Manner, that I repofe the firmeft 
Confidence in the Uprightnefs, Candour, 
and Juftice of each Individual thereof. 


Give me Leave to conclude with my 
warmeft and moft grateful Acknowledg- 
ments to. your Lordfhip, and the Court, for 
the indulgent Patience with which you have 
attended to this broken and unconneMed 
Defence ; and with my fincereft Affurances 
to you, Gentlemen of the Jury, that Iam 
moff fully fatisfied that the Honefiy of your 
Hearts will oblige you to give a juft and 
conf{cientious Verdiét, according to the Evi- 
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dence which thall have appeared before he ns 
and that your Judgment and Diferetion will 
preferve you from beife Biaffed by the Arti- 
fices and prefunptuous Impudence of a'moft 
abandonéd ‘Woman; ' who has had the ‘Ad- 
drefs to impofe; fn the ‘moft fatal Manner, 
upon my tnfufpedting Innocence, by con- 
cealing a Difpofition trulydiabolical, tinder 
fuch amiable Appearances as faithful Friend- 
fhip-and the tendereft A ffeGion. 


As Tam, Gentlemen of the Jury, firmly 
perfred. < hat an ‘innocent’ Man may fafely 
Gb ine -moft unlimrted Confidence in a 
jury -of his Fellow ‘Citizens, T fabmit my 
{.ifé and Reputation, ‘with the moft perfect 
Refignation, to the Refult of your Deter. 
mination. 


sptonnst tes <0 
Se Kin 


* 
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